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	 In	1954,	the	United	States	Supreme	Court	declared	in	Brown v. Board 



































The Double Consciousness of African American Students
made	the	Atlanta	9	experiences	unique	in	comparison	to	others	(Beals,	
1994;	Fisher,	2002;	Heidelberg,	2006;	Jacoway,	2008;	Poff,	 2016;	Poff,	
2014).	 Through	 the	 lens	 of	 double	 consciousness,	 as	 researchers	 we	
found	educational,	cultural,	and	social	class	privilege	that	were	unique	
to	Atlanta.	Double	consciousness,	put	forth	by	W.	E.	B.	Du	Bois	in	The 
Souls of Black Folk	(1903),	is	the	idea	that	Black	identity	is	divided	into	
two.	Thus,	Blacks	not	only	viewed	themselves	from	their	own	perspective,	
but	also	from	the	perspective	of	how	the	outside	White	world	viewed	





outlets,	 and	 numerous	 Black	 businesses	 (Bohan	 &	 Bradshaw,	 2014;	


















	 Although	 the	 participants	 embodied	 a	 degree	 of	 privilege,	 they	
represented	much	more	than	token	integration	and	accomodationism,	
which	frequently	is	ascribed	to	them.	Once	the	cameras	packed	up	and	







	 Despite	 Atlanta’s	 history	 of	 progressivism	 and	 inclusiveness,	
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of	Atlanta	Public	Schools	 is	 an	 important	part	 of	 local	 and	national	
history,	and	it	should	earn	a	place	alongside	other	civil	rights	histories.	




















	 School	 desegregation	 and	 the	 struggle	 for	 equal	 access	 is	 well	
documented	for	cities	like	Little	Rock,	Memphis,	Roanoke,	and	Prince	
George’s	 County	 (Baker,	 2006;	 Brown,	 2007;	 Jacoway,	 2008;	 Kluger,	
1975;	Poff,	 2016),	 but	 the	 collective	 experiences	 of	 the	Atlanta	9	are	
not	well-known.	The	Atlanta	9	students’	stories	merit	exploration	and	









Whites	 (Henry,	 2012),	 and	 they	 are	 referenced	 in	 magazine	 articles	
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greater	that	was	happening	throughout	the	country.	Yet,	the	students’	
actions	happened	within	specific	local	and	national	contexts,	including	
Brown v. Board of Education	that	the	Supreme	Court	decided	six	years	
prior.	The	local	NAACP	and	local	politicians	engaged	in	negotiation	and	
legal	maneuverings	and	leaders	involved	in	desegregation	discussions	


































school	 desegregation	 experience	 and	 corroborated	 primary	 sources	
gathered	from	the	archives,	as	suggested	by	Green	and	Troup	(2016).	
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historians	 seek	 to	 document	 firsthand	 accounts	 while	 they	 are	 still	






during	 2015-2016.	The	 five	 interviews	 were	 structured	 in	 the	 sense	
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to	 the	experiences	of	other	students	who	desegregated	 their	 schools.	
These	 themes	 were	 identified	 as	 “existing”	 since	 they	 were	 related	



























outsiders	 blended	 themselves	 into	 the	 dominant	 world	 by	 adopting	
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for	Blacks,	as	he	noted	that	Du	Bois	did	not	only	seek	to	lift	the	veil,	























The “Gift” of Double Consciousness
	 Throughout	the	integration	process,	the	students	steadfastly	held	













High.	 I	 became	an	ROTC	squad	 leader	and	 taught	drill	 techniques	
that	I’d	learned	from	my	elder	African	American	role	models…I	did	
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I	 want	 to	 take	 this	 opportunity	 to	 congratulate	 Governor	Vandiver	
of	 Georgia,	 Mayor	 Hartsfield	 of	 Atlanta,	 Chief	 of	 Police	 Jenkins,	
Superintendent	of	Schools	Letson	and	all	of	the	parents,	students	and	



















































	 Rosalyn	Walton-Lees	 was	 raised	 by	 her	 single	 mother	 and	 older	
brother	after	her	father	died.	She	is	the	middle	of	five	children.	Rosalyn’s	
reason	 for	applying	 to	an	all-White	school	was	 to	 remain	beside	her	












	 Martha	 Holmes-Jackson	 grew	 up	 the	 youngest	 of	 five	 children.	
Her	dad	was	a	self-employed	carpenter	and	her	mother	was	a	domestic	
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Both	Madelyn	and	Mary,	who	transferred	to	two	different	White	schools,	
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(June	24,	2016).




































are	 still	 segregated,	 and	 many	 of	 the	 district’s	 predominantly	 Black	
schools	disproportionately	lack	in	academic	achievement	as	measured	
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public	 schools,	 the	 consequences	 of	 limiting	 equity	 and	 access	 have	
resurfaced	 in	 the	 face	 of	 de facto	 rather	 than	 de jure	 segregation	
(Kozol,	 2005,	 1991;	 Lee	 &	 Lubienski,	 2017).	 Certainly,	 our	 research	
reveals	 that	 the	 desegregation	 of	 APS	 should	 have	 been	 done	 in	 a	
manner	more	considerate	of	the	emotional	needs	of	the	students.	Thus,	












schools	 with	 Whites.	 Black	 parents	 who	 disagreed	 with	 this	 notion	
were	in	the	minority	during	the	1960’s,	and	many	second-guessed	their	





the	 same	 access,	 the	 same	 content,	 and	 the	 same	 funding	 as	White	
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Nix,	Madelyn.	 Interviewed	by	Tanya	Crawford	 in	Atlanta,	GA,	December	6,	
2015.
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